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Ranjan Kumar Rouuray,
Chief Commissioner

FREEDOM

why do you lure me to freedom
endless joy and happiness of heaven
| am fine in my enchanted forest
with birds of all hues and colors
singing soulful music in to emptiness
and marigold flowers dancing

in the sweet breeze

and the small streams making
rhythmic sounds while it flows
ceaselessly to meet its destiny

in a long river bed

| find joy

in the beauty of the forests

the solitude is blissful

making out a strong case for prolonged

exile

in my enchanted forest
in its serene moments
and pleasant noises
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Ranjan Kumar Routray,
Chief Commissioner

COSMOS

what | am asking for

is not the whole of universe

the sun the stars the galaxies the planets
what | am asking for

is not even a single planet

with life or without life in it

what | am asking for

is not even a fraction of existential reality
not even a toe hold of land

even then why the cosmos is conspiring
and whispering in to the woods

the fierce glaze of Pluto

the sickening lifelessness of mars

and the sun's temperature

the whole of being in wilderness
just for a handful of sky

at times blue and

at times pink and red
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Senior Translator

India, my homeland, the country in which I was
§ born and brought up, the country which has
§ given me everything- social security,
educational avenues, means of livelihood should
top the list of developed countries of the world,
is the dream of any patriotic Indian. As a patriotic Indian [
too visualize my India to be a nation, which I can proudly
boast to be a citizen of.

India with its vast and rich human resources, mineral
resources, agricultural resources and above all intellectual
minds to develop many such resources is not developing at
the expected pace. Amongst the many factors that act as
impediments in the path of development is corruption.

Corruption is like cancer — spreading through all
walks of life and has eaten up the roots of social and ethical
values of the nation. Today, we cannot imagine a single walk
of life where corruption has not spread its tentacles and
stunted the growth of the nation — economically,
technologically and scientifically.

The devastating effect of corruption is felt more when
we see that it has pervaded even into the educational front.
When a medical seat is sold by auction, the undeserving
student, by virtue of having the capacity to buy gets a medical
seatand the seat of deserving, bright student, with aspirations
to serve the nation as a doctor, is usurped — then it spells
doom for the nation and its development agenda.

Corruption is omnipotent and omnipresent in India.
The political class, bureaucracy and the government
machinery are the fertile grounds where this weed grows.

(The first Prize winning Essay in the Essay Competition conducted during
the Vigilance Awareness Week, 2017)

Today we see the tentacles
of corruption spread in the
defence and health sector,
Government welfare schemes,
educational sector, transport
department, getting driving
license & all sorts of certificates
which have been made
mandatory, so on apd so forth.
The welfare schemes formulated
with noble intentions do not reach
the beneficiary in toto due to
corruption.

Do we have a remedy for
thismalady? Yes we do, if we have
the determination. We, here
means each and every citizen of
India, right from the poorest
person in the lowest rung of the
ladder to the so-called powerful,
affluent who occupy the top most
rung of the ladder. Right from
jumping the queue to getting a
contract - the desire to do this by
any means, should be shun.

The Central Vigilance
Commission, Central Bureau of
Investigation and Lokpal should
be headed by people of highest
integrity; the organizations should
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be given funds and powers proportionate to the
responsibility given to them. Political
interference of any sort should not be allowed.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2014
should be implemented in full swing — by this I
mean — each and every citizen of India should
be brought under its purview. The political
class and the judiciary are not to be exempted.
The private sector should also be covered under
this.

Though the Right to Information Act,
2005 has brought in transparency to some
extent; it has not been used to its full potential.
The reason being the threat to the life of RTI
Activists. Hundreds of Activists have been
murdered. The Whistle Blowers Protection
Act, 2013 though enacted to protect the whistle
blowers, has not served the purpose. The
amendment to the Act issued in 2014 diluted it
still.

In my opinion fear of punishment will
prove as a deterrent in any crime. Though we
have rules that allow imprisonment in
corruption cases, the law should be publicized
and stringent punishment awarded so that it
will reduce the number of crimes. Corruption
cases should be tried and verdicts given within
a short span, before the gravity of the crime is
erased from the common man's memory.

Corruption — the root causes of it, the
ways to eradicate it, the ill-effects of practicing
it — should be taught in schools. The younger
generation should be made aware of the ill-
effects of corruption and ethical and moral
values should be imbibed in them. They should
be made to understand that a person who
evades tax is doing harm to the nation's
progress. To earn and hoard for the future
generations without paying tax is injustice to
the nation as well as to the future generation.
Imbibing patriotic and societal values right
from the formative years and inculcating and
nurturing duty-consciousness in them will pave
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the way for an India where values will be
respected and political or muscle power will not
be dreaded.

The day when every citizen feels duty

bound to pay all his taxes and vows to work for
the development of his motherland and feels
ashamed to accept bribes, I will proudly say a1

N

Shyamala M.B.

D/o.M. Rajarajeswari, Senior Translator
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ELECTRONIC
GADGETS

Nowadays, children as young as two years
old play with electronic devices. These devices
include video games, computers, tablets, smart
phones PSP games etc. The present day younger
generation are active consumers of such
electronic products and the manufacturers are on
the endless road of adding more and more new
features to the devices to catch and cater to the
imagination of children and youngsters. Mobile
phones which were primarily intended as a
communication tool rapidly evolved into smart
phones that are being used more as an
entertainment tool and mini computer rather than
as a communication device. High end phones
with internet connectivity have come in handy
not only for on the spot entertainment to
all age groups but also is extremely useful
for business oriented tasks. So, in many
ways these gadgets are truly a boon to the
mankind.

Those positive aspects apart, the
influence of the modern electronic
gadgets, all pervasive in our lives, also
has a negative effect, especially on our
children. Young parents feel proud when
they see their children handle mobile
phones and other gadgets. The truth is
that parents primarily use gadgets and
devices to keep their children engaged. y
Exhausted and stressed out parents, when
want to relax, find it easy to just hand

A BOON OR BANE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

-By S. Baskaran,
Asst. Commissioner (CCO)

their restless kids a tablet or a similar gadget
loaded with a bunch of easily accessible
educational apps.  So, it is obvious that
parents only introduce gadgets to their
children for the sake of convenience. They
may repent in future as gadgets found
convenient at one point of time is felt as a
curse in the hands of teens. The following
provides an insight in to the positive and
negative aspects of electronic devices on
young children:

Positive Use

* For children younger than pre-school
age, electronic devices may help to

R




stimulate the senses and imagination,
listening abilities and also impact learning
of sounds and speech;

e Games played in electronic devices help to
; improve the analytical skills and creativity.
I Children imitate and improvise their
playing pattern;
| e Using computers may improve their
| computer literacy;

e Mastering games builds confidence and

? develops hand eye coordination;

e Games, encouraging players to move up
levels and earn high scores may help
develop mathematical skills of children.

Negative Impact

e Children easily learn to use electronics but

do not know how to tie their own shoes;

Children glued to gadgets are deprived of
outdoor activities which are vital for their
physical and mental well being. It is
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important that they spend some time for

outdoor activity with family and friends;
e  When children play violent games for a
long period of time, they tend to be more
aggressive and prone to confront their
parents, peers and teachers;

e Children who spend significant time on
devices may have difficulty concentrating
on their studies;

e Excessive computer exposure can be
addictive which can lead to a sedentary
lifestyle, poor health and time manage
ment and eating habits.

Innovations are indeed a boon, but
abuse of technology undoubtedly brings
negative effects. So, regulated use of gadgets
at home and outside is the need of the hour to
ensure that technology is helpful in proper
grooming and does not result in dooming the
future of our children.




That day was the day of doom
Dare not could I imagine whom
Will leave me, without a word
Left me here as a wingless bird.

Never I dreamt that death will come
So unannounced as it did come

She passed away without prior notice
Defying all rules that call for notice.

To live without food one cannot

But have food without her I could not
Spotting a thoughtless mind is impossible
Thoughts other than of her were not
possible.

A friend was she in times of need

A guru, moral and spiritual indeed.
Ocean of love is what I can say,

To describe her in the most stingy way.

High I hold my head for being hers

A sinking boat she left me in an ocean of
tears

Life without her was miserable

But neither was she substitutable.

A smiling kid in the same boat rather

Ready to live a whole life without a mother

%,
o Rl \ 3
ﬂ

M. Rajarajeswari,
Senior Translator

Taught me what was unlearnt all these years,
"Lives are there more miserable than yours

Come out of your nut shell and see
There are ships in deeper sea
Caught in storm and still strive
And with efforts they do survive.

A SON

The day starts with determination
Scolding, thrashing need termination

He, my loving son, is not that bad

I, when young might've been equally bad.

The wake up call is given ahead of schedule,
To be on time after coaxing and cajoling,

A glance at the clock tells 'behind schedule',
Know do I pretty what's in the offing.

Volley of commands start shooting out
Brush your teeth, rush a bath,

Have a meal, pack and be out,

Lest the school bus be on its path.

When you are away and gone ,

The house, my boy, looks forlorh,

To hold you in my arms I long,

And the day sans you seems too long.

Evening wait is for your arrival,
Heart full of oaths of non-revival,

Of slapping, beating and harsh words,
But only kisses and loving words.

A happy me and an hour to play,
Brings joy to your face so to say,
Home work and supper take their toll,
And bonhomie no doubt is set to roll.

In bed you seem a tender flower,
Innocence writ large you kiss good night,
With bag full of advice I bid good night,
To be good you promise to endeavour.

With a heart filled with remorse,

I do curse myself for turning worse,
Forgive me, MY CHILD, for what I did,
Sheer love and care made me do what I did.




or. T.S. Geetha

Associate Professor of English
w/o Shri S. Baskaran, Assistant Commissioner (CCO)

INDIAN WEDDING

Marriage, a celestial bond-

and Indian marriage holier

still, widening the circumference

of two small circles into a large on e;
many a ceremony, many a ritual and
what lots, before a wedding

is solemnised;

not only religion, caste and community,
but even sub-caste and language

do match, along with status

and dower too!

and even if everything abides by the rule,

a flop there is somewhere

to make the girl widely stare!

when such the situation is, can
inter-caste and inter-religious
bonding fix tight?

Preaching is easy, practice tough;
Unless one entirely shuns his joy,
harmony there'll be none; for one
man's meat can never be the other's
relish! but be it an arranged

or an unarranged marriage, the couple
do cling on to one Indian rule great-
never the marriage do break!

(though, today marriages, just a few years old

find the couple at law's threshold
competing with westerners there too!)

IN 'LAWS'

In laws, where they are

Ought to strengthen the bridge
Between the two families;
should never talk in secrets
with their brethren;

should respect the new-comer
and the new family;

should look in to the

joys of the newly-wed;

should never interfere or

poke their noses in

private matters between

the two-

should never keep grumbling;
if cannot help in their problems,
should never worsen it,

should be ever careful in

not imposing their closeness
af priority..........- for, in a
marriage, the first priority

is between the concerned two;
others ever fall in line-

be it mom or dad,

sis or brother or any one

called 'so close' for that matter;
if all this is looked into

deep, we are 'close' in — laws;
If not, ever out — laws!
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The Assistant Commissioner, Customs Division, Cuddalore Shri K. Ramesh, addressed a trade meeting at Madurai
on20.12.2017 on "IGST; REFUNDS BEING GIVEN FASTER' and participated in a Workshop on 'E-SEALING IN
EXPORTS' in GST regime, organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry, Puducherry regime on 22.12.2017
and elucidated the new procedure of self sealing by the exporters (E-sealing) for facilitating hassle-free exports.

IGST: refunds being given faster

‘Most of the delay is due to errors in giving details of shipping bills”

SPECIAL CORRESPFONDENT
MADLRAJ

Initial technical glitches and
errors made by traders in
providing shipping details
under IGST had led 10 a lot of
delays in providing the re-
fund, sald Joint Commission-
er of Central GST and Cen-
tral Excise, V. Pandiraja.

Addressing a meeting of
manufacturers and traders
involved in exports, he said
that most of the delay was
due to errors in giving details
of shipping bills. Now, re-
funds were being done
faster.

Under the post-GST re-
gime, works of Central Ex-
cise and Customs have been
separated. From January 1,
2018, Chief Commissioner-
ate Customs (Preventive), Ti-
ruchi, would become func-
tional and all
customs-related functions
across Tamil Nadu, except
for Chennai region, would
be under ir.

K. Ramesh, Assistant
Commissioner of Customs,

-

m \eelileor

For clarity: K. Ramesh, Assistant Commissimm, speaking at a
meeting in Madurai on Wednesday, »pworto: 5. Jaucs

Cuddalore Division, said that
additional Customs divisions
would come up at Madural,
Tiruppur, Chengalpattu. He
said that under the GST re-
gime claiming refund under
IGST had been made hassle-
free. “It is online with less
human  imervention. It
would be processed auto-
matically and quickly.” he
sald.

Exports can be made
without payment of IGST,
Le.. through lerter of under-

standing (LUT) or bond.

All applications of LUT
and bonds should be accept-
ed within three working
days.

For those who exporn
goods on payment of IGST,
no separate refund claim is
required. The shippig bill ir-
sell is a claim application.
However, Mr. Ramesh said
that export general manifest
should be provided without
any error so that the system
could automarically process

the refund.

“In many cases, lack of
EGM, failure to provide right
bank details led 1o faflure in
validation of the refund
clabm,” he sabd

Besides, he sald tha e-
sealing of containers was
made mandatory from Janu-
ary 1.20IE. The e-sealing
would be done through ra-
dio frequency identification
seals that would carry details
of the materials being ex-
ported and details of the ex-
porter, time and date of seal-
Ing. “Any tampering of the
seal will lead to manual veri-
fcation of goods,” he said.

This process of e-sealing
ensured ease in exports and
would sxve tme for the ex-
porter. Only those consign-
ments that are selected by
rsk management division
would be manually exa-
mined.

Assistant Commissioners,
A. Muthiah (OGST and CE),
V. Rajkumar Moses (Cus-
oms) were among those
who spoke.
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