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i “‘Don't fall in love with a woman who reads,
2 A woman who feels too much,
A woman who writes....."
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MAKES A GREEN AMBASSADOR

G. Venkatasubramanian,
Superintendent

A Class V student of Amutombi Divine life English School in Kakchind town, about
45 km southeast of Manipur's capital Imphal, Elangban Valentina Devi had planted the
saplings of two Gulmohar (royal Poinciana) trees by the side of a river when she was in
Class I. She had been tending to the saplings which grew up into healthy trees in about four
years.

During August 2019, for a project to widen a road beside the river, the Government
agency axed the two trees along with other vegetation. On seeing this, Valentina was
crying as if someone very near to her had passed away. A passer-by videographed her
crying and posted in social media. It went viral.

Manipur's Chief Minister Nongthombam Biren, accidentally saw this video and
asked the District's Superintendent of police to meet her, console her and give her at least
20 saplings to plant at a suitable place.

But her feeling for the two felled trees, which adults would probably not think much
about, disturbed the Chief Minister the whole night. He felt this was not enough.

Later, the Chief Minister realized that there could not be a better ambassador than
her for the Green Manipur Mission which they had launched in June. Her passion for trees
at such an young age was so infectious that the Chief Minister took a decision to have an
order issued and hand it over to her through government officials.

The order says that Miss Elangbam Valentina Devi, the daughter of Shri Elangbam
Premkumar Singh, is appointed as Brand Ambassador for “Chief Minister's Green
Manipur Mission” for a period of one year from the date of issuing the order.

. This was in recognition of her immense love and affection for trees and for
generating mass awareness on conservation of the environment.
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£, ,QXTY FATHOMS DEEP

Through winds and storm has she sailed,

. A dozen holes uncapsized and submerging,

K ‘e'ai‘uty ! Has she not sailed so far?
Sink must she, so will I with her to the very bottom,
Seabed calls, stay must I than just pay a visit,
Sixty fathoms deep and still counting,

Nil re.sponsibilities and pleasure so I'll have her take jne
Back to sand whence she came I'll lay inside her free
Sixty fathoms deep and still counting,
the last time I'm breathing will it be

‘ I!"ill'"f

{ \
She builds up:a paradise 'of her own,
She dons the/€cown and clutches the scep
She holds thejpower of imperishable scept
Life burns upon her wish, so does grief; . ) “ , FINRRS O
She makes all yéarn to vanish before they éﬂ'h bear, % ‘}3,\[' NS
O all the hearts that she broke, except t‘he ‘one in her lock -""-f
All but of one soul that she can possess,
The first of all that was in there, that she ever met, by
As recurring as a dawn in the world where the sun ne er se
A reality confined solely to her eternal memorlesz { )
One lost soul that she is trying to Seize, \

'|| "I. -y
A will O wisp merely pertaining to her reverie. '

Will-O'-Wisp

The waves rise and fall, so do we.
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Commissioner's maiden visit to
Customs Patrolling vessel,
CAT-1 Lakshmi of Customs Division,
Tuticorin
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N. Shthyaharayanan,
~=Superintendent °

— ——— AN

Inthe late 1970s and early 80s, when | was in the latter half of my student years, | used to
experience a feeling of serene pleasure whenever | watched Tamil films featuring scenes of
village railway stations having large, shady trees providing cover over unplastered soil
platforms with stone benches spaced apart and water-taps mounted on short structures
placed further apart; the tile-roofed entrance to the stations having, on either side, fences of
old iron railings; lambs grazing the grasslands beyond the metre-gauge tracks; the Station
Masters in their loosely fitting uniforms waving the flags; travellers attired in simple and non-
assorted clothes unhurriedly boarding and settling on the wood-planked seats in the Third
Class compartments of passenger-trains that sedately ran on steam engines with their
hallmark smoke; ......

Such scenes in the films of that period created an inexplicable impact on the viewers'
minds and imparted a mood to the situations depicted in the movies so much so that it seemed
as though the trains and the station environs were themselves characters that formed a vital
part of the film's cast. | believe that persons of my age and older would also have experienced
asimilar feeling when they watched such film scenes in those times — particularly persons who
have had the opportunity to see such countryside railway stations directly.

May views be wedded to verity and free of falsity

In our country, when it comes to issues concerning certain sections of the society like
women, labourers, farmers, villagers, rationalists, protesters etc., a vast majority among those
vocal in politics and media, as well as educated urbanites, express views invariably in support
of these sections. Likewise, they express views invariably against certain sections like the male
gender, corporates, managements, religious traditionalists, city-dwellers, private hospitals
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and educational institutions etc. A keen observation of such views would show that except for a
minority of the holders of the views, they all generally take a stand - for or against - based on the
personalities or parties or such other identity-groups involved rather than the specific issues
concerning themunder debate.

It would at least be sensible and understandable if the views expressed by them are those that
they really believe in and those that they have formed after good consideration. But it seems
that the views expressed by a good number of them are more often against their own real
convictions. Leaving aside those of them that act so out of vested interests, one feels that even
the others - the educated non-alighed common people - tend to echo views that they feel are
fashionable and would show themselves in a respectable and progressive light, instead of
expressing their real views, which they apprehend would be unpopular and which they do not
wish to take the trouble of defending, even if there is no wrong or impropriety in them. It would
be understandable if they at least opt for silence in such cases, as many do; but to express
something opposite of the views they actually hold, is pathetic immaturity and avoidable
timidity.

Let all thinking citizens, having the common public good as an ideal, free themselves from the
inhibition to hold their own views, and to express them freely with no hesitation to call what
they consider a spade, a spade. Let them, at the same time, express the views with no ill-will
towards the proponents of other views, and also keep themselves open-minded to consider
others' views and accept those views that they are convinced about. Let there be no stock
heroes and villains to give supporting and opposing views to, on issues concerning them; rather
let issues be the basis for formulating and expressing views, whomever these may concern.
Also, let the views expressed be views actually held, and not views that are mirrored unthought-
out, so as to project any image. It makes sense for those to eat pizzas who like its taste; but it
would be pathetic if

one who does not like
it takes it still,
because he considers
it the fashionable
food to take.
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Art by Kum V.V. SEMMOZH]I, II STD.
D/O V.S. VENGADASHWARAN,
JOINT COMMISSIONER
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