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MINISTRY OF FINANCE:: DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

Custom House, New Harbour Estate, Tuticorin - 528 004
Tel: (0461) 2252655,2352633 I Fax:23520t9

C. N o.Vl I l/481265 I 2O12-tG Date: 16.12.2013

PUBUC NOTTCE NO :16/2013

Sub: Ban on Usage of Thuraya Satellite Phones in lndia - Reg'

Attention to Steamer Agents, Main Line Operators, Customs Brokers, VOC Port Trust

regarding Ban on Usage of Thuraya Satellite Phones in lndia. Any person carrying Thuraya,

lridium or other such sets are also required to mandatorily declare them in the Pre Arrival

Notification on Security (PANS) submitted to the Port Authorities.

2. The Steamer Agents, on behalf of the Master of the vessel, are filing lmport General

Manifest in terms of Section 30 of the Customs Act, 1962. On arrival of the vessel at the Port,

Entry inwards is filed under Section 31 ibid read with lmport Manifest (Vessels) Regulations,

1971 and the following documents are attached:-

3. ln addition to the above, in terms of Regulation (6) of the lmport Manifest (Vessels)

Regulations, 1971, the Steamer Agents are declaring Vessel's stores list and list of private

property in possession of the Master, Officers and crew. The satellite phones in Vessel's stores

list and list of private property, if any, are declared but the brand name/make of the satellite

phones, in certain cases are not declared. Presently, the lndian Government has banned the



import as well as use of Thuraya satellite Phones in lndia. The Director general of shipping also

has issued an order vide DGS order No.02 of 2072 dated 17th May, Zo12 on usage of Thuraya,

lridium Satellite communication in lndian waters.

4. ln view of the above, the steamer Agents are required to mandatorily declare the Brand

/make of the Satellite Phones in Vessel's stores list and list of private property in possession of
the Master, Officers and crew and sensitize to all concerned on board the vessel about the ban

on the usage of Thuraya Satellite Phones in lndia. Further, if such satellite phones are found to
be used in lndian waters and if any unlicensed Thuraya/lridium Satellite phones are found in

the vessel, such phones are liable for confiscation by the Customs.

trr
"1( 

v'Y{
( \r (p.v.suBBARA.)
coM\4 tsstoNER oF CUSTOMS

To cusTpM HousE, TUT|COR]N

The Traffic Manager,
V.O.C.Port Trust, Tuticorin

Tuticorin Custom House Agents Association,
"Shipping House", A/ 14, W orld Trade Avenue,
Tuticorin - 528 004.

Tuticorin Steamer Agents Association,
"Shipping House", A/ 74, W orld Trade Avenue,
Tuticorin -628OO4.

Tuticorin Chamber of Commerce,
248, Beach Road,
Tuticorin - 628 001.

Copy to :

All Assistant Commissioners, Custom House, Tuticorin
All Superintendent of Customs, Custom House, Tuticorin
Custom Policy Section, Custom House, Tuticorin
Notice Board, Custom House, Tuticorin
Master File
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